
 
 

Staffordshire and Cheshire Korfball Association [SaCKA] 
 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
held on Thursday 6th September, 2018 

 

1. APOLOGIES AND ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
Present:  
Jon Allinson (Chair, Castle), James Falvey (Communications Officer, Crewe & 
Nantwich), Eleanor Hopkins (Competitions Officer, Crewe & Nantwich), Ed McCauley 
(Secretary, Crewe & Nantwich), Dave Webb (Development Officer, Castle) 
 

2. MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON 21st MAY 2018 
 
The actions agreed at the AGM were noted. 
 

3. ELECTIONS OF REMAINING OFFICER POSITIONS 
 

a. Treasurer - Eleanor Hopkins was elected to this position. 
 
b. Safeguarding - Dave Webb was elected. The outgoing Safeguarding Officer, 

James Falvey, would forward-on information about DBS checks. 
 

c. Inter-Areas - Mike Holdcroft from Castle was elected. The Area hadn’t 
entered the Inter-Areas competition in recent years and noted the cost and 
the requirement to provide non-playing staff. The date of this year’s 
competition was not known and enquiries would need to be made. 
 

The new committee would be notified to Hannah Winsbury at England Korfball (EK) 
by the Secretary [ACTION]. 
 

4. PROPOSAL TO DISSOLVE THE AREA ASSOCIATION AND MERGE WITH THE 
NORTH-WEST AREA ASSOCIATION 
 
Messages relating to this agenda item had been received by the Competitions Officer 
from Mike Holdcroft (Castle) and Salman Rukhsar (Manchester Hawks), who was 
also Chair of the North-West Korfball Association (NWKA). The NWKA currently 
comprised of 12 teams and was apparently looking to expand and split their local 
league into two sections or divisions. As teams in the SaCKA League had limited 
opportunities to play matches against other teams the proposal provided a chance to 
achieve this. 
 
No formal proposal had been received, however, and any merger would require 
England Korfball approval. 
 



It was thought that the NWKA was keen on Junior development but there were no 
Junior teams within the SaCKA area at the present time. The rationale behind any 
merger was unknown and may be related to a country-wide review of competitions 
being conducted by EK that was expected to lead to changes in league structures at 
all levels. 2018/19 was therefore due to be the final season following current league 
formats. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of clubs being invited to play in different 
competitions, such as the North-West Shield, and flexibility in the Potteries Cup 
format. It did not want to dissolve SaCKA but would instead seek playing 
opportunities with the NWKA. The Competitions Officer would communicate with the 
NWKA [ACTION]. 
 

5. PROPOSAL FOR A CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
Following the discussion at the AGM a draft Code of Conduct was presented for 
approval. It would be introduced this season by requiring players to sign it prior to 
playing in SaCKA competitions. 
 
A minor amendment was agreed to show that the Code of Conduct related to all 
SaCKA competitions, not just the league.  
 
The Code of Conduct was approved. The Competitions Officer would circulate it to 
clubs along with the League Rules (see item 6a), asking for it to be signed by all 
players and then returned before the start of the season. The signed version would 
then be stored securely. [ACTION]. 
 
In respect of player discipline alternatives to the use of yellow cards, which carried 
fines and required additional administration, were discussed, including a warning 
card. 
 

6. COMPETITIONS 
 
a. Updated league rules including confirmation of penalties for rule 

infringements 
A revised set of league rules, updated after the AGM, was presented for 
approval. An additional clause would be added to the rules on player eligibility 
to state that guest players were eligible to play in matches as a last resort, 
provided that they met the other criteria. There were also minor amendments 
to make to the rules relating to time-outs (to say that they could be taken at 
any time) and rolling substitutes (to clarify the wording). 
 
In respect of penalties for rule infringements it was decided that when player 
eligibility rules had been broken the result of the match would be found in the 
other team’s favour, i.e. if the team with ineligible players wins then the result 
is changed but if it loses then the result stands.  
 

b. SaCKA competitions 
Four teams (Castle, Crewe & Nantwich, Keele and the University of 
Birmingham) were to enter the League this season with the possibility of the 
University of Birmingham entering an additional development team after 
Christmas. Fixtures were in the process of being put together and half were to 
be scheduled prior to Christmas. 

 



The format of the season and the option of arranging MGVs was discussed. 
League fixtures were more likely to be scheduled individually but the Potteries 
Cup, which could be opened-up to other teams, may follow an MGV format. In 
addition, a season-opening ‘hat tournament’ would be arranged at the start of 
the season in early November. 

 
7. DEVELOPMENT 

 
Coaching - there were three new coaches in the Area (Mike Holdcroft, Rob Wright 
and Dan Gooding) and some were attending the England Korfball Coaches CPD day 
in Derby on 8th September.  
 
Refereeing - Chris Betteridge (Castle) was seeking the regional level referee 
qualification in early October. 
 
Currently, Keele did not have any qualified referees and it was proposed that each of 
their home fixtures is assigned to another club to provide a referee. Keele would be 
encouraged to address this gap. 
 

8. FINANCES 
 
The Area Association was financially solvent and some funds were to be spent on 
new equipment. Fees would be kept at a minimum this year and the process of 
arranging affiliation to England Korfball was expected to take place soon. 
 

9. SAFEGUARDING 
 
There was no discussion under this item. 
 

10. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The updated Constitution had been uploaded to the SaCKA website. Further updates 
would now be made by the Communications Officer to reflect the new committee and 
to upload the Code of Conduct and League Rules [ACTION]. 
 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The match form may be updated to take account of new sections added by EK. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was proposed to hold a meeting to debrief the start of the season at the end of a 
Potteries Cup event in early December. 

 


